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/N BUTE'S RESIGNATION George Grenville became
Prime Minister. The political gossips declared that Bute was
responsible for the choice, believing that Grenville would be a
complacent person to deal with and that he would not challenge
Bute's position as * the power behind the throne/ But that is
not quite the truth. Bute no doubt did suggest to the King that
Grenville ought to have his place: indeed there seems to have
been a promise that once the peace proposals were safely through
Parliament Bute would resign in Grenville Js favour [see page 56].
Grenville, who sat a Member for the borough of Buckingham,
was not distinguished by qualities of political leadership. Horace
Walpole described him
as a fatiguing orator and indefatigable drudge, more likely to
, disgust than to offend.
But notwithstanding his defects as a parliamentarian he was a
sound man, with a good record of public service. He was first
elected to Parliament in 1740, and almost immediately joined the
* Patriots'; but he subsequently held minor Government office
in Pelham's time, and during the Pitt-Newcastle Administration
he came into the forefront of political life. Pitt was married
to his sister: Temple was his brother; but he nevertheless stood
out against them on the question of bringing the ' German Warf
to an end, and when they resigned their offices he remained,
serving first with Newcastle and later with Bute.
Whatever Greaville's defects may have been as a political
leader he was not a ' place-hunter/ Unlike so many of his
political contemporaries he was thoroughly disinterested; and
he enjoyed the reputation of having a good business head and
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